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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, SA, UR, SO 

SUBJECT: SAUDI PRESS ON THE KREMLIN'S CRISIS IN SOMALIA 

1. PARAGRAPH 2 CONTAINS EXCERPTS FROM AN EDITORIAL WHICH 
APPEARED ON MARCH 20 IN THE INFLUENTIAL DAILY AL MADINA ON 
THE SUBJECT OF THE USSR'S TROUBLES IN SOMALIA. THE GIST 

OF THE EDITORIAL IS THAT THE SOMALIS ARE NOT TRUE MARXISTS 
BUT WERE PUSHED TO ACCEPT SOVIET AID BECAUSE THEY DIDN'T GET 
IT FROM THE WEST. THEY PAID A HEAVY PRICE IN HAVING TO GIVE 
THE SOVIETS BASES ON THEIR TERRITORY. THEY ARE NOW THINKING 
OF A CHANGE BECAUSE THE SOVIETS ARE HOLDING OUT ON NEW ARMS 
AND SPARE PARTS AS THEY DID IN EGYPT, WHILE AT THE SAME TIME 
GIVING LIBERAL ASSISTANCE TO THE MARXIST RULERS OE ETHIOPIA. 
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THIS APPEARS TO BE A SOMEWHAT MORE OPTIMISTIC VERSION OF THE 
VIEW HELD BY TOP SAUDI LEADERS. 

2. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. BEGIN TEXT. 

"KREMLIN CRISIS IN SOMALIA" 

SOVIET-SOMALI RELATIONS ARE DETERIORATING AND MAY 
NOW HAVE REACHED THEIR LOW POINT. 
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IT SEEMS THE SOVIETS DID NOT LEARN FROM THE LESSON WHICH 
THEY GOT FROM EGYPT. 

THE SOVIETS HAVE STARTED TO PLAY THE SAME GAME WITH SOM- 
ALIA. THEY ARE NOW REFUSING TO SUPPLY SOMALIA WITH NEW 
WEAPONS AND WITH THE SPARE PARTS NEEDED FOR ITS SOVIET MADE 
WEAPONS AND ARMS. THIS FACT WAS KEPT SECRET UNTIL RECENTLY. 
BY DOING SO SOVIET-SOMALI RELATIONS HAVE BEGUN TO ASSUME A 
CRITICAL SHAPE. 

BUT WHILE THE SOVIETS HAVE REFUSED TO SUPPLY SOMALIA WITH 
ITS NEEDS, THEY HAVE BEGUN TO SUPPLY GENEROUSLY THE MILITARY 
RULERS IN ETHIOPIA BECAUSE OF THEIR MARXIST TENDENCIES. IT 
IS WELL KNOWN THAT THE CONFLICTING SITUATION BETWEEN SOMALIA 
AND ETHIOPIA IS GETTING WORSE EVERYDAY AND THAT THEY MIGHT 
CLASH IN A WAR IN THE FUTURE. 

SOMALIA ON THE OTHER HAND REGARDS GENEROUS AID TO 
ETHIOPIA BY THE SOVIETS AS REPRESENTING A HOSTILE ACTION 
AGAINST IT. 

THE SOVIETS EXERT PRESSURE ON SOMALIA IN ORDER TO 
PREVENT SOMALIA FROM FIGHTING ETHIOPIA, ALTHOUGH ETHIOPIA 
OCCUPIES SOME SOMALI TERRITORY. 

THE SOMALIS ARE NOT MARXISTS. HOWEVER, BECAUSE OF THEIR 
NEED FOR ASSISTANCE AND AID WHICH WAS NOT MET BY THE WEST 
THEY WERE FORCED TO ACCEPT THE SOVIET ASSISTANCE. THIS 
HAS COST THEM A VERY HIGH PRICE IN TERMS OF INDEPENDENCE 
AND SOVEREIGNTY IN ALLOWING THE SOVIETS TO USE THE SOMALI 
TERRITORIES AS A MILITARY AND NAVAL BASE. 

THERE ARE RUMORS THAT SOMALI POLICY IS INCLINING TOWARDS 
CHANGE. SOME SOMALI POLITICAL CIRCLES SEE THAT IT IS NOW 
THE TIME FOR SOMALI POLICY TO FREE ITSELF FROM ITS LOYALTY 
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TO THE SOVIETS . . . 

THE SHORTSIGHTED POLICY OF THE SOVIETS GIVES AN OPPOR- 
TUNITY TO THE SOMALIS TO FREE THEMSELVES FROM SOVIET 
INFLUENCE. END TEXT. 

PORTER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, ANTISOVIET, SPHERE OF INFLUENCE 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 21 -Mar-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977JIDDA02192 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770096-0422 

Format: TEL 
From: JIDDA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770340/aaaabigz.tel 

Line Count: 102 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 67bdd4b4-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3051212 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SAUDI PRESS ON THE KREMLINVS CRISIS IN SOMALIA 
TAGS: PFOR, SA, UR, SO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/67bdd4b4-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



